SECTION Z= RAPPER SWORD
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THE RAPPTR SWORD

The traditional terms are; a dance i subdivided into "Knots®
(figures).Each Knot ends with a lock,called a "Starp" {(aut) under
which the men "Jig" (step,rese).
Sharp said (Sword Dances Part 1 p.71)"So far as My ovn investigzat
have gonc,the dance itself seems to have varied very little.The
nunber of figures that were preformed in differcnt villages varie
very much,buf in every case T have noticed that the figures
themselves had apparently been drawn from a com.on stockVFost
leaders had a larger repertoire of krots than tcarm normally used.
It is knowm *has krnots have becn s0ld.It was common to invont pes
knots - it is known that one toam did this in a train to Lendon.,
Eved “revival® clubs have invented their own knots. It secus usuzl
te arrange the knots into “dances” each with from 4 to 8 knots.
"Rancing® and “Jigging" knots can bc used for contrast,

Every team incorporated some movement charactcristic of the
team in 2ach knot. ijaus -

WMELE - Imot/optional single guard /star
EEADJEIT- Knot/star,half tum cloclwicse & step with backs to
centre
BARSDOL ~ Single guard/knot/star
EICH SFEN - fnot/curly/star
HURTON -~ ¥not/star
BEYBLGGIN- BY-THE-STA & FESTERHOPE -
P#ealH WALBOIYLE - Single guard/knot/star
E£4alELL - Ons turn off/ knot/ star held up displayed.,
WINLATOH - Spin/knot/siar,
There is a lot of irformation & ideas in the rewort of tho
Chipperficld weeting derived from Bill Cassie.There ars many
further voints in Cassic's article on High Spen in Folk kusie
Journal 1965, (available as reprint)
T™e #radivional teams can ve divided into Hwo types,; those that
aim for quist.fluent hoverent at spoed and the others whosc
Tigurcs could be compared with the "discharge of a rocket;a bang
folilowed by a breathless period on the part of *ne audience,and
then g second crash,bringing a great sen .o of rclief,when the
star was tied®,
AMBTH
Iigt of Fnotse~ :
Single Run{or Jog Trot);Double RPun - drocessional figuvres
Two & Three;Waves;Single Jump ;411 Round Jutp;Three Jump;
Fast; Fast & Loose; Single Guard;Double Gudrd;Double Run &
Somersault, -
BEADNELL .
" ShaF s33ys "used to Jump over the swords & other figures vhich
have died out-. '
MURTON - .
Source:- Schoficld MSS & EwDS News No.l7,April 1928 by Orde.
It has beern recollected more recently & may be published
somewhen., (Cawte,ED&S March 1957)
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8 Knots were collected. ’ ) . N
1.SINGLE SCRiNGE - like Nesedle at Winlaton or 2's & 35's at Eaisdon !
with two circles going round and round but No,3 alwayc in sarme
ring as 1 & 2.
STAR -- tie as at EBarsdon but Fo,5 stays =t1:.1.Ji° under the
. star.Wo.l fvurns out to risrt +5 uatie.
c.DOUBLE SuRZEIGE - like Single Scringe cxcsnt that after one circuit
Nos,.2 & 4 cross over and join op-‘osnr circles.
3, TRIFLE SCRINGE —obviously & more complex figurc in same fanily.
4  FRONT GIRDLE - a varian® of Single Cusrd.fo.l on wrriving at top
carries on & makes a complete circuit of the sget cl.The rest on
reaching their places,facs centre & step.At -n\.; of his circult
-No,1 :.'Lake., 2 wholz turn cl.& takes his place % Mo.S5 tarns half
left & moves clockwise round the sct as ol dié‘-..}.«.-apeat by &4 3,2.
5.BACK GIRDLE - 1like Frent Girdle but dancsrs Jace outwards.On
loosening star all keep handc up, "uue e --alJ. carn clcok & face

outwards.do.l stens Torward, Jazn- . ¢clock « "'IOVBS cl.;cl\.'-'lse round
. the set.On arriving 031)0“1138 his plc-cr= k¢ gurns ¥ clﬂck & falls
into it,At the same time Nc.2 sf'a"tc nfl round set & does as No.l

-l-
3,4.5 repeat ir turn.Dancers in ceotre sten At end all “urn haif
anticlockwice

6,HORSES - 1‘?—; in front,2&% behiad,? =% Dback.

7. JUNPIHG KNCT -~ rather "like No.l “1r_h, in 1\': !’blg"l" 1é5 lower 5is
sword & 1+ juinps over.all siéep S0 end of naif nhrase (t bars);
3L.2 Jump to:,c*"_l.._,sveb to end of half phraze;s Juups, step;lic,
jumps sword retween nim & no.2.Fach danesr after junging takes
up his position facing sutwards. Afver No.1 "1" Jutped -all turn

half anticlock.(3&2 Fump sword hetween 1%, 5 jumps aword botween

5&1
3. CH_-xIPWsN S XWOT -~ on_lnosing swords aftar & atar,dancers open out
into & line 4 5 1 2 3. and Ster.They then 2etip,cpren out & hold It

up.

A Scrlnge tetween everything bud no cis

displayed to end.uev;-,r a ring as at Wnlavon. In

as well as bell of foot.In Scringe did =2 <or:t cf "oe.nc' d.B_'Q""—StcT‘"

scrapping foot forward on che beat.

WLHLATCY

Step:-White Stars uscd a “he‘-l—and—uoe“ step = /L ra vt Th/
weizht on one foot for wholc bar,las ';:aps wit‘n heel & toec

make a gentle rocking movement ol tho foo!
~-Bluc Stars & subsaqueab,used single Ebufil
NEEDIE:—as Swalwell — 2&5 turn out not up Cbhrouzh middle.Neither
Sharp er Bhtuerworth noted how figure svnrved.
FIDDILER — ac knot of same name at Farsdon & High Spen.
TUMBLER - Sharp called this FIDDII‘F - can include scvaersaut like
Stand in Guzrd at ITorth Walbot®tl
ROLL - can also be danced as a mgle Guarda.
DOUBLE J’Ji‘fP — Straight Ling then 1&5 Jjuap over, all step, jJuip back.
HACK~TO-RACE - from orncn ring turn c.cl.ic fa.cl- out & tie star
overhead 1&5 orezk away to form stav in nosowal W

L
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